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CENTRAL DNTELLIGENCE AGENCY :

12 September 1949

INTELL IGENCE MEMORANDUM NO. '218
SUBJECT: Strengths and Weaknesses of the Hoxha Regime in Albania

‘1, Although the faotors contributing to the instability of the Albanian
regime ars such that the overthrow of the Hoxha Govermment at sny time must
be considered a possibility, 1t 1s estimated that such an eventuality is un~
1ikely this fall, Direct overtiwow from the oubside is improtaile. Tilo,
despite some belligerent statements on his part, would have %o welgh the
congsequencea of Soviet retalistion in event of any overt move. The Greeks,
desplte recent statements of the Minister of War, mast take into consideration
oontysry US advice, the opportunity furnished Tito to funther his oun de-
signs in Albania, and possible adverse reaction in the UN, Soviet ald and
oontrols, and Soviet pressure on Tito, together with the current capabdlities
of the Albenian military and security forces will probebly serve to dissuede
Yuposlavia, Greece, or Albanien exile groups from atlempting to unseat the
unsteble Hoxhe regime this fall. A purely internal Albenisn uprising at this
time 18 not indicated, and, if undertalen, would have little chance of sucoess.

2, The following factors contribute to the weakness of the Albaniaen
regime: (e) The growing threet of Tito's exploitatlon of the sizable
Albenisn minority in Yugoslavia against Hoxhaj (b) Albania's physloal
1sclation from the Cominform bloc as & result of the Tito-Cominform twesk;
(o) public pressure in Greece for sliminating Albania as a base for guerrilla
operations; (d) the widespread hostility of the Albanian people towards Hoxha
end Commnism in general; (e) the growing unity of Albanian exile as
indloated by the recent formation of a "Council of Liberation®; (f) the ex-
treme poverty of the Albanian people, for which they hold the Hoxha regime
partially responsible; (g) the relative lsck of Albenian ethnie, cultural,
and national wnity; (h) the existence of dlsruptive nationsliem within the
Albanian Corrmnist Partys and (1) the difficulty of exerclsing effective con-
trol over dissident and rebellious tribesmen in the mountainous border regions,
particularly in the north.

3. Oreatly strengthened Soviet control measures over Albanie during the
past year indicate not only Soviet auareness of the basic weaRness of its

Totet This peper was prepared by CIA subsequent to consultation with
specialists in the intelligence organizations of the Departments
of State, Army, Navy, end the Air Force but has not been formelly
ooordinated, Document No. o6l

NO CHANGE in Class. [J
K DECLASSIFIED
| j9’“£F,01ass. CHANGED TO: 1S § ¢
Approved For Release : CIA-RRP%&OM?A&O@?OOMOW-G

th: _DDA BEG. 77/1783
Date: (Wl ... 7/

e



Approved For Release : CIA-RDP78-01617A000700030002-6

position in Albania, but also the great importance which Moscow attaches
to malntaining a pro-Soviet regime in tho isolated satellite, Aside from
the great blow to Soviet ang Comrmndst prestige which a second setellite
defectlon would cause, the Yugoslav rupture has greatly megnified the
strategle importance of Albanis to the USSR as (a) a base for flanking
operations against Titoy (b) the chief Cominform bese for maintaining the
guerrilla movement in Greeces (c) a potential Soviet maritime stronghold

4o The Kremlin hes, therefore, resorted to sirong measures to assure ite
contimed dominstion of Al o Repeated and thorough purges of both Govern—
ment and Party have greatly reduced the potential capabillties of any anti-
Cominform nationalists, (Premier Hoxha himself is reportedly fearful of being
sumarily replaced by the Kremlin,) Current Soviet supervision of Albenis's
internal affalrs, securlty vnits, and armed forees is the most open and direct
in the Soviet orhit, Rugsian, and to a lesser extont, Bulgarian, military and
technical Yadvisers" are instelled in key positions., Current estimates of the
mmber of Soviet militery and oivil offigiale in Albania Tenge upward from 500,
and 1t iz believed that an incresse ih Soviet personnel has ocourred recently.,
The Soviet bloc is reliably reported to have dispatched approximately 60 shipy

displacing e total of 250,000 tons to Albanta in the first seven months of 1949,

A slzable share of their eargo hag conslsted of military supplies in the form

of artillery, tanks, and military vehicles. It is estirmted that enough vheat

(mostly from the USSR) hes been stockpdled in Albenia to provide the basio

grain ration for the population for six montha, Thus the Hoxha regime has

g.i aimhletgrain reserve which oan be used in an emergency to alleviate popular
scontent,

Approved For Release : CIA-RDP78-01617A000700030002-6

P
;

|



T A RO o

Approved For Release : CIA-RDP78-01617A000700030002-6

Soviet advisers that guerrillas entering Llbania either be interned or trang-
shipped to Bulgaria, where they could reenter Greece., Recent reports indi-
cate that Albenian interument of the guerrilles may already be taking place,

8, Greek military action against Altenis is uniikely, in view of (a)
continued US advice against such action, (b) the possibility that Tito might
thereby find a pretext to further his own designs in Albenia, and (o) the

9. Any Creek Army offensgive activity against guerrillas operating along
the Albenian border could provide Tite with an opportunity to umseat the
Albanian Cominformiste by means of an Internsl ooup, oz the pretext of saving
the Albanian People'’s Democracy from the "Monarcho-Feseiats® of Gresce, and
Tito has reportedly been preparing the groundwork for an anti-Cominform toup
in Albenie during the pas$ yeer. Anti-Hoxha resistance groups have been
formed and trained from among the 400,000 Kossovar minority in Yugoslavia, as
well as fyom the growing mumber of Albanisn refugees. Border incidents be-
tween the two countries hove steadlly increased asince the beginning of 1949.
Purthermore, Tito's essertive stand against the Cominform and his Skoplje
statement implylng Yugoslav aid to resistance groups in both Albanis and
Bulgaria may indicate thet he is seriously considering the eliminstion of what
constitutes a potontial Cominform memsce on nig southern flank, Before wmder-
taking such a move, bowever, Tito would weligh carefully the risks of Soviet
retallation, even though such a venture eould perbaps be camouflaged as an
internal Altanian effair,

10. Without strong foreign supports and & base of operations in either
Tugoslevia or Gresce, the diverse refugee groups abwoaed which have recently
formed an Albenian Committee of Liberation exe unlikely to constitute a seriovs
threat to the stability of Hoxha's govermment, It is doubtful whether either
the Greek or Yugoslav govermments would offer any support to the rightist and
nationalist elements meling up the Albanian exiles. Moreover, it is question-
able vhether these groups could succeed in submerging their differences and
mrbual antagonigms sufficiently to form an effective anti-fozha organization.
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